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numerous Persian supporters. Kufa became the first Abbasid
capital of Iraq, but to begin with its government also consisted
largely of Persians. With the help of these, Abu-1-Abbas set
about the systematic extermination of those still faithful to
the Omayyads.

It is not, as has already been said, within the scope of a
history of Iraq to follow step by step the geographical expan-
sion of the Muslim world during this period or the consoli-
dation of the Arabian Empire. But in assessing the accom-
plishments of the Omayyad age we should first realize just
how far the Arabs had been carried by their wars of conquest.
In 732 A.D., when the Arab armies in France were checked
between Tours and Poitiers by Charles Martel, the Arab
dominions exceeded in extent even the Roman Empire at the
height of its prosperity. The Prophet had barely been dead
a hundred years, yet his followers had already carried his
banner over lands stretching from the Bay of Biscay to the
Indus, and the confines of China ; from the Aral Sea to the
cataracts of the Nile. Five times a day his name, coupled
with that of Allah, was called' from a thousand minarets
throughout half the civilized world. At the centre of all this,
the city of Damascus, which Mohammed had once hesitated
to approach on the plea that he wished only to enter paradise
once, was now a worthy setting for the glittering palace of
the Caliphs and the great Omayyad mosque.

Since this earliest phase in the evolution of Arab culture
is a subject which has aroused very special interest and some
controversy during recent years, I propose to quote largely
from the most up-to-date, reliable and conscientious work
available, namely Professor Hitti's History of the Arabs.36 He
says : * The invaders from the desert "Brought with them no
tradition of learning, no heritage of culture, to the lands they
conquered. In Syria, in Egypt, in Al Iraq, in Persia they

sat as pupils at the feet of the people they subdued___ But

the seed was then sown, and the tree of knowledge, which
came into full bloom under the early Abbasids in Baghdad,
certainly had its roots in the preceding period of Greek, Syrian
and Persian culture/ Professor Hitti then refers to the inter-
marriage which had begun to take place between the Arabs
and the peoples they had conquered, and points out how the
old distinction between Arab and non-Arab was beginning